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“The anguish we feel for what is happening is inevitable and normal and even healthy. Pain is very useful.
Because if we are afraid to feel that, we won’t feel where it comes from and where it comes from is love,
our love for this world. That’s what is going to pull us through.”
Joanna Macy (activist, author and teacher)

BYM as a Low Carbon Sustainable Community?
I was on the planning committee for Yearly Meeting Gathering so I didn’t get to attend many sessions. It
had been clear from the first meetings of the committee that our theme for the gathering would have a
sustainability focus. However the wording we chose – ‘Growing in the Spirit: changing the way we live to
sustain the world we live in’ – deliberately encompassed a wide range of interpretations of sustainability.
There was potential for Yearly Meeting to follow all kinds of threads – on economic justice, on sustaining
our Quaker meetings, on deepening our spiritual lives.
In previous years, Yearly Meeting has found it hard to focus on specific questions about sustainability. But
it seemed to me this time that, from the session on the first Sunday morning, the feeling in Yearly Meeting
had shifted. Four Friends had been asked to take a ‘prophetic’ stance, and to talk about vision from a
variety of social, environmental and political perspectives. Remarkably, they all seemed to give essentially
the same message: we need to change. We need to consume less. We need especially to consume less
energy and reduce our carbon emissions.
On Monday Pam Lunn’s Swarthmore Lecture drove the message home. It was powerful, deep-hearted and
skilful. It was exactly what the Yearly Meeting needed to hear: a call to commit ourselves to becoming a
low carbon community.
The agenda for this yearly meeting was exceptionally designed to pick up on leadings that emerged
through the week. The many special interest meetings and option sessions were encouraged to write
minutes and submit them to Arrangements Committee, suggesting issues that could come back to an ‘As
Led’ session on the Friday morning. In preparation we divided into nine large groups on the Thursday
morning to thresh the questions that were emerging.
I attended one of these threshing sessions, in which about 100 Friends were asked to consider what
unique Quaker work should be supported if new resources were available for sustainability. What really
struck me was that our group was in unity that we should be committing to becoming a low carbon
community. The choice of projects was a matter of detail.
On Friday morning, the As-Led session was opened by Jocelyn Bell Burnell and Nick Perks, summarising
the outcome from the nine threshing groups. The message was clear: we are ready to make a strong
corporate commitment to become a low carbon community. This will require a process to establish the
baseline of current witness and a framework to share our successes. We need to allocate adequate
resources for this process. The process needs to be joyful, spirit-led, with room for corporate discernment.
This corporate action will enable us to speak truth to power. Growing in the spirit is a consequence of
taking action and action flows from our spiritual growth.
The minute from the session captured this and many of the messages from the threshing groups. It is
reproduced on page 4 of this issue of earthQuaker. It clearly marks the beginning of a major new direction
for Quaker witness, with many of the details to be worked out. Some Friends might have liked a
commitment to specific targets and actions but we were not ready for that. Much more information
gathering, reflection, discernment and action is required. But there is a commitment to annual reporting
on progress to Yearly Meeting by Meeting for Sufferings and BYM Trustees. There is also a call to action –
and a call to faith – for local and area meetings and individual Friends.
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We can’t yet know what this means for the work of Living Witness. There will almost certainly be more
collaboration with Friends House and with Woodbrooke. With QPSW we are currently finalising the
sustainability toolkit – the final title is still to be decided – a new publication based on Living Witness
resources including Walk Cheerfully, Step Lightly and our greenhouse footprint calculators. This was
planned for launch at YMG and it is probably fortunate that it was delayed, and can now be updated to
reflect the YM decision.
It feels to me as if Yearly Meeting is taking on the mantle of responsible citizenship. It is doing what
everyone, every community and every organisation in our society needs to do, facing up to the
implications of living on a finite planet. However, there is a further challenge which has been central to
the work of Living Witness, and that is to recognise what we as Quakers have to offer: what the world
needs from us. Friends tend to resist the suggestion that there might be a special Quaker contribution, but I
believe that there is. It lies in the Quaker model of the relationship of the individual, the worshipping
community and God. The world needs a way of moving beyond competitive individualism and finding a
collective will for change. We do have a method for this although we may not always be very good at it.
We need to practise it, and to share it!
Laurie Michaelis

Population

www.subdude-site.com

Sometime this year, the world's population will reach 7 billion. This last billion has appeared in only
twelve years, since 1999. Recent reports tell of the necessity to increase food production by 70% over the
next couple of decades.

This is at a time when peak oil, water shortage, collapse of the word's fisheries, degradation of land, loss
of land to development, climate change are assembling to present the world with what Prof. Beddington,
the Govt. Chief Scientist, has called 'the perfect storm', probably about 2020.
It seems to me to be blindingly obvious that there are too many of us, and that the present rate of increase
of nearly a quarter of a million every day cannot be sustained.
Why are we afraid to discuss this subject?
Roger Plenty
earthQuaker
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YEARLY MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
(QUAKERS) IN BRITAIN
AT THE YEARLY MEETING HELD IN CANTERBURY AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF KENT 30 July - 6 August 2011
Minute 36 : As led (Gathering up the threads)
“Sustainability is an urgent matter for our Quaker witness. It is rooted
in Quaker testimony and must be integral to all we do corporately and
individually.” (A framework for action 2009-2014).
A concern for the Earth and the well-being of all who dwell in it is not new, and we have not now
received new information which calls us to act. Rather we are renewing our commitment to a sense of the
unity of creation which has always been part of Friends’ testimonies. Our actions have as yet been
insufficient.
John Woolman’s words in 1772 sound as clearly to us now: “The produce of the earth is a gift from our
gracious creator to the inhabitants, and to impoverish the earth now to support outward greatness
appears to be an injury to the succeeding age.” Quaker faith & practice 25.01
So we have long been aware that our behaviour impoverishes the earth and that it is our responsibility
both to conserve the earth's resources and to share them more equitably. Our long-standing commitment
to peace and justice arises in part from our understanding of the detrimental effect of war and conflicts, in
damaging communities and squandering the earth’s resources. As a yearly meeting we have considered
this before, and in 1989 we adopted The World Council of Churches’ concern for Justice, Peace and the
Integrity of Creation, minuting that this concern “grows from our faith, and cannot be separated from it. It
challenges us to look again at our lifestyles and reassess our priorities, and makes us realise the truth of
Gandhi’s words: 'Those who say religion has nothing to do with politics do not know what religion is’ “.
In 2009 the yearly meeting endorsed the statement made by Meeting for Sufferings on “A Quaker
response to the crisis of climate change”. This statement was addressed to the Copenhagen Conference
and all Friends and meetings were urged to take up its challenges.
In preparation for this yearly meeting gathering, in the background reading, in many of the events and
activities, in the Swarthmore lecture and in yesterday's introduction and threshing groups, prophetic
voices have prompted us to wrestle once again with the immensity of the challenge we face.
We are grateful to those Friends who have responded in their own lives and who have encouraged and
informed us. We know that some Friends and meetings have made changes to reduce their impact on the
environment, and that there is much more which may yet be done.
We need to arrive at a place in which we all take personal responsibility to make whatever changes we
are called to. At the same time, we need to pledge ourselves to corporate action. The environmental crisis
is enmeshed with global economic injustice and we must face our responsibility as one of the nations
which has unfairly benefited at others' expense, to redress inequalities which, in William Penn's words,
are “wretched and blasphemous” (Quaker faith & practice 25.13).
The action we are ready to take at this time is to make a strong corporate commitment to become a lowcarbon, sustainable community. This will require a process to establish a baseline of current witness and a
framework in which individual Friends and local meetings can share their successes.
We need to allocate adequate resources to this process. This process needs to be joyful and spirit-led, with
room for corporate discernment at local, area and national level. We believe this corporate action will
enable us to speak truth to power more confidently. Growing in the spirit is a consequence of taking
4
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action, and action flows from our spiritual growth; here is the connectedness we seek. Only a demanding
common task builds community.
“Whom shall I send?” We hear the call to this demanding common task. How will we answer it?
We have been reminded of the current work of Quaker Peace and Social Witness. We ask Meeting for
Sufferings to work with area meetings and our staff to make better known our current witness and to give
thought to appropriate aims for our corporate commitment and the framework which will allow our
successes to be shared. We ask them to look at the priorities in A Framework for Action and ask Britain
Yearly Meeting Trustees to see where there are resources that can be allocated to these priorities to
support our corporate commitment and to take our action forward. In addition we ask Meeting for
Sufferings to look at the issues of public policy that we might be led to adopt and advocate in the political
arena.
We ask Meeting for Sufferings and Britain Yearly Meeting Trustees to report back to Yearly Meeting each
year on the progress of this concern.
We ask area meetings to consider how truth prospers with regard to sustainability, taking care to relate this
to all our testimonies – peace, truth, simplicity, equality and care for the environment.
We encourage local and area meetings to practise speaking truth to power at local level by establishing
relationships with all sections of local communities, including politicians, businesses and schools, to
encourage positive attitudes to sustainability.
To individual Friends we issue a clear call to action to consider the effect of their lives on the world’s
limited resources and in particular on their carbon usage. We ask Friends to keep informed about the
work being done locally, centrally and throughout the Quaker world and to educate themselves.
But above all that Friends keep in their hearts that this action must flow from nowhere but love.
If we are successful in what we set out to do, we will need to be accountable to one another, but we will
also need to be tender with one another, and to support one another through the grief and fear that radical
change will provoke.
“I may have faith enough to move mountains; but if I have not love, I am nothing… Love keeps no score
of wrongs, takes no pleasure in the sins of others, but delights in the truth. There is no limit to its faith, its
hope, its endurance. Love will never come to an end.” 1 Corinthians ch. 13: verses 2-8 (parts), New
English Bible.

Useful Info
Living Witness member John Barnabas and others have sent relevant leaflets and web links;
Stop the Arms Fair - www.stopthearmsfair.org.uk
A campaign to stop new nuclear power stations - Hickley 3rd Oct - www.stopnewnuclear.org.uk
Rebellious Media - Conference 8-9th Oct in Central London - www.radicalmediaconference.org
Green Economics Institute - Next conference, Oct 18th and 19th at Oxford www.greeneconomics.org.uk
Oxford Research Group - www.oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk
World Development Movement - www.wdm.org.uk
Interfaith Dorset Education and action - Big green believers agreement - www.eco-faith.org/
earthQuaker autumn 2011
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Attracting People With Energy
In 2009 an authoritative review of community action on climate change raised a question that many of us
are compelled to consider: how to attract people to our community environmental initiative or project to
get or keep it going? The review report (1) noted that: ‘Community-led initiatives are heavily reliant on
volunteer time. …There is a risk that over time this will diminish. To ensure long term sustainability of the
community group, it is therefore important to ensure that additional volunteers are recruited along the
way…’
But how is this done? This was a question
addressed by a small group of us in an
open-space session at the Quakers in
Transition weekend held at Woodbrooke in
June. In a short time we ‘brainstormed’ our
way to possible ‘solutions’ and set these
out on a flipchart, which is displayed here
– complete with spelling mistakes.
Underlying our responses is the recognition
that volunteer commitment is indeed a
precious thing and this should be
recognised. The review, referred to above,
showed that community action can be
particularly effective in changing the way
we live to address climate change.
Volunteer commitment is essential for this.
Yet prevailing conditions in society –
frequent change of residence, long hours spent in work and commuting, in front of the TV etc – limit this
commitment, particularly for people in work. As community activists know only too well, the reality is
that volunteer time and energy is a limited resource. It can be an ongoing struggle to attract and maintain
it – not least because many volunteers can be ‘here today and gone tomorrow.’
What follows from all this? It means that Transition and other community initiatives have to operate in
ways that attract and nurture commitment. Important ways of doing this include:
Getting known in the community to raise awareness and attract people
Focus on what people actually want to do – rather than on what others want them to do –
and being positive and open enough to go with it
Avoiding instances where volunteer motivation is diminished e.g. through inappropriate
rejection of ideas or by exclusion.
Ensuring that involvement is rewarding e.g. through the value of work done, social
recognition, enjoyable social contact, fun events and celebrations etc
All this can be messy and lead to imbalance in effort – but it can also bring rich and exciting outcomes.
There is also a message here for public bodies, funders – and Quaker Meetings – who wish to support
community action: do so in ways that are economical and rewarding for use of volunteer time. Here are
two, perhaps radical, suggestions:
Funders actively seek to minimise the work required in making applications. Further, if a
community proposal has to be rejected, a payment or other benefit is offered in recognition of the
volunteer time and effort involved.
6
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Quaker meetings take particular care in responding to proposals from concerned Friends
among them – seeking, in particular, to be kindlers rather than snuffers and where possible sharing the
work involved.
In conclusion, this is a topic worthy of ongoing discussion – and I, for one, would welcome this. The
energy that someone has to give to others in precious – a great treasure. Let it be treated so.
Martin Smith
Wooldale Local Quaker Meeting in Yorkshire

Walker's dilemmas
I had a number of things which I needed to think through, so I
decided to go on a walk, from Lands End to Fort William, and
think as I went. I'd decided that apart from using trains to get
to the start of the walk and return from the finish I would only
walk and use no other form of transport. Also, I would not use
any major supermarkets. In other words, try to be as carbon
neutral as possible. I didn't use any other form of transport and
I didn't use any major supermarkets, but there was one major
concern.
I decided I would stay in bed-and-breakfasts, hostels, or hotels,
and was lucky enough to find accommodation every one of the
53 nights. I have memories of camping under canvas and the
difficulties of taking down tents in the rain. I know tents have become much less heavy and easier to
erect or take down over the years, but I didn't want to carry a tent and food, and I hoped that by staying
mainly in b&bs I would get an impression of people are faring along my route. However, doing this
entailed using fresh bedding every night. Even if I removed surplus pillows, etc., which I didn't need,
there was a minimum of two items needing to be washed every morning. On many nights I used my own
towel and resisted the piles of towels which most people seem to think guests need. But due to the
amount of laundry I produced I don't feel my journey was eco-friendly. What could I have done to
overcome this problem? Obviously we all expect clean bedding when we stay anywhere, but how can
we minimise the amount of laundry this entails? One solution is to stay in each place for several nights
and reuse the same bedding, but obviously if one is on a journey which involves moving on everyday this
doesn't work.
Another dilemma involved supermarkets. Although many of us dislike the major chains and don't use
them, (I can't cope with choosing which of 25 varieties of toilet roll is best for me), and we probably
instinctively feel that Tescos, etc., are wrong, there is another chain which is rapidly killing off small shops
throughout northern England and southern Scotland, namely the Co-op. Many smaller towns have
boarded up shops and a large Co-op, which admittedly seems to be well-staffed and is open for long
hours, but, is, I think, more expensive than other chains. I've never heard anyone bracket the Co-op with
other supermarkets, but we should be aware of its potential to kill off local businesses.
Roy Vickery
Westminster Meeting
earthQuaker
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How Bad is Cycling a Mile?

Forget fast cars and high-speed trains, the smart way to travel for the people that can, is by bicycle.
Quicker and requiring fewer calories than walking, the bike also has excellent shopping bag and PE kit
carrying handles fitted as standard with optional child-transporters available.
But is cycling always better for the planet than driving? Sometimes it is not.
If two of you get the calories for your cycle ride from cheeseburgers, the carbon footprint of your journey
is about the same as if you shared an efficient car.
This is because the fuel you use to cycle is, of course, the food you eat, which all has a carbon impact,
and, as we discussed last month, getting your calories from cattle can be an inefficient and polluting way
to eat.
Here are the numbers:
65 g *CO2e powered by bananas (Explanation of CO2e)
90 g CO2e powered by cereals with milk
200 g CO2e powered by bacon
260 g CO2e powered by cheeseburgers
2800 g CO2e powered by air-freighted asparagus
For comparison, a banana is 80g CO2e and a return flight to Hong Kong is 3.4 tonnes CO2e. The
calculation is based on burning 50 calories per mile. This will drop if you are fit, or rise if you are heavy
or cycling fast.
But you can choose a win-win breakfast for your journey! The lowest carbon food, bananas and porridge,
also happen to be the best cycling fuel, and, in my not-so-humble vegetarian opinion, the tastiest too!
And, with a heart-bypass operation costing 1.1 tonnes CO2e, we'll all be better off if we eat less of the
artery-clogging stuff.
Of course few would eat a plateful of air-freighted asparagus when carbo-loading for a ride, but the
numbers demonstrate just how damaging flying vegetables long distances can be. If you did get all your
cycling calories from this source, you'd be better driving a Hummer!
Please don't let this stop you cycling! Eating a cheese and asparagus burger as you pedal along is, of
course, heaps better than munching one whilst at the wheel of your car.
Ruth Jarman
(from www.christian-ecology.org.uk/ website)
*CO2e is short for carbon dioxide equivalent which is the overall contribution to global warming of
carbon dioxide plus all the other global warming gases emitted such as nitrous oxide and methane.
Data and inspiration from "How Bad are Bananas? - the Carbon Footprint of Everything" by Mike Berners-Lee
8
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Statement on the Keystone XL Pipeline
FROM AUGUST 20 -SEPTEMBER 3,
2011, Tarsandsaction.org, together with 350.org and
other environmental groups, has organized a protest
at the White House gates to persuade President
Obama not to permit the construction of the
Keystone XL Pipeline across Canada and the United
States. Quaker Earthcare Witness strongly supports
the action of its members who choose to be involved
in this protest, whether they risk arrest in civil
disobedience or not, to awaken the conscience of the
nation and its leader to the enormous scale of risk in
this effort to distribute an unconventional, highly
questionable source of petroleum and to continue
the devastation of the earth.
The Keystone XL Pipeline would permit the Alberta
Tar Sands mining project, an enormous environwww.newenergyandfuel.com
mental disaster, to expand to full capacity. The Tar
Sands project extracts dispersed globules of bituminous petroleum laden with heavy metals. Every step of the process is energy-intensive. Refining the bitumen after an arduous and
expensive extraction process requires gargantuan amounts of water and emits high toxin
levels. To heat it sufficiently to flow in pipelines, the mining company must burn methane.
The pipeline would further wreck native lands in Canada, which are already heavily impacted by
the mining project. It would flow through prime ranch land and near critical bodies of water in
the US. A rupture in the proposed pipeline would create a spill of an estimated seven million
gallons of oil. Building the pipeline for what is essentially a land-locked source of low quality oil
would cause a huge increase in CO2 emissions. The Keystone XL Pipeline would augment the
collateral damage involved in the complex mining process. The production process for tars and
oil creates three times the emissions of conventional crude, on average.
THE PRESIDENT, with advice from the State Department, will make a decision by the end of this
year about whether to allow the Keystone XL pipeline to be built from Alberta to Texas. James
Hansen, a leading US climate scientist, states that burning the Alberta oil pool could push
atmospheric CO2 levels over 600 ppm. The effect on planetary climate resulting from such an
extreme rise in CO2 would be unprecedented in recorded history, threatening human societies
and causing the extinction of many species of plants and animals.
Many QEW Friends are headed to DC between August 20th and September 3rd to participate in
what is shaping up to be the largest act of civil disobedience in the climate movement's history.
Quaker Earthcare Witness
www.quakerearthcare.org/

earthQuaker
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Enforced fluoridation
Residents in Southampton, Hampshire, are fighting against a small unelected
health committee's decision to add the toxic chemical fluoride to their tap water
supplies. In a public consultation by South Central Strategic Health Authority
72% of Hampshire residents voted against fluoridation. Strategic Health
Authorities (STAs) are being abolished, but in their final days this STA is determined to add fluoride to the area. This is despite statements by Gordon Brown
and others that no area would be fluoridated against the wishes of local residents. This was just an attempt to pacify the public, knowing that later the
public’s view could be overridden. So much for democracy!
The chemical used in fluoridation schemes is fluorosilicic acid which is taken
from the chimney scrubbers of the phosphate fertilizer industry etc. Fluoride is so toxic that just one
teaspoonful would kill a grown man. As an industrial waste product this fluoride is also contaminated
with arsenic, cyanide, lead and other pollutants. It is not of pharmaceutical grade, unlike the fluoride
added to dental products. A jug filter won’t remove fluoride and all foods cooked or made with fluoridated water will contain the chemical. Fluoride cannot be boiled away - it simply becomes stronger and
more concentrated.
Even the American Dental Association, who promote fluoridation, have now stated that babies’ bottle
feeds should NOT be made up using fluoridated water. They advise that parents use bottled water with
no/very low fluoride content. Just think of the expense and plastic waste!
The campaign group “Hampshire Against Fluoridation” has the support of many local MPs, Councillors,
an MEP, some dentists, academics etc. but are being ignored.
It’s hard to see what residents of Southampton can do to stop this steamrollering by the SHA. If householders withhold part of their water bill payments to pay for bottled water they could be put in prison or
fined heavily. The full weight of the law is often brought to bear on honest hard-working citizens. If any
reader knows how law-abiding people can fight this in a reasonable and non-violent way then please let
us have your ideas.
Health boards in other UK areas are waiting to see what happens in Hampshire before pushing ahead
with their plans to fluoridate other UK areas. Google: "Hampshire Against Fluoridation" who welcome
any support in their campaign.
Ann Wills

The Quaker Low Carbon Community: Charting a Course
Link Group Gathering
Bamford Quaker Community, 30 September – 2 October 2011
As always our Link Group Gathering is an opportunity to connect with other Friends engaged in
developing our Quaker witness to sustainable living: find out what is going on in other meetings, share
experiences, lessons and insights. This time we will explore the implications of the BYM commitment to
become a low carbon sustainable community. What does it mean for us as individual Friends, for our
meetings and for our work in Living Witness.
Come and stay in the newly insulated buildings at the Quaker Community in Bamford! We are
establishing the community as a retreat centre with lots of opportunities in the coming year to explore
aspects of sustainable living.
We start with supper at 7p.m. on Friday 30th September and finishing by 2 p.m. on Sunday 2nd October.
The cost including accommodation and food is £80. Please do seek support from your meeting.
Booking forms are available at www.livingwitness.org.uk.
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Book Reviews
Consider reading the book "Comfortably Unaware" - Global Depletion and
Food Responsibility - What you choose to eat is killing our planet. Do you
know the true cost that your food has on our resources? "What you choose
to eat is killing our planet," says lecturer and author Dr. Richard Oppenlander. In Comfortably Unaware, he reveals the truth about food choices
and its impact on our world. Dr. Oppenlander tackles the crucial issue of
"global depletion" as it relates to food choice. "We should all be committed,"
he tells us, "to understanding the reality and consequences of our diet, the
footprint it makes on our environment, and seek food products that are in
the best interest of all living things." His forthright information and stark
mental images are often disturbing, and that's how it should be. As the
guardians of Planet Earth, we need to be shaken out of our complacency, to
stop being "comfortably unaware," and to understand the measures we must
take to ensure the health and well-being of our planet and ourselves.
Meat, A Benign Extravagance. Simon Fairlie, 2010. He's looking especially
at GB, and how we can feed ourselves if need be. He concludes that we
can, in several different ways -- organic or not, vegetarian or not, vegan,
with permaculture. If we want, we could produce about half the meat and
dairy we have at the moment, by slotting livestock into mixed farming, or
using grasslands. And it would all be good meat, not factory farmed. It
would mean no importing of grains or soya for animal feed, which has to be
good.
He has a whole chapter on greenhouse gas emissions from livestock, and
finds that the enormous figures are put out by people with vegan agenda. It
assumes that, e.g, cattle in Amazon are responsible for deforestation, and
those emissions are attributed to cattle. The cattle aren't; the human system
is. Equally so with all these remarks about water demand for cattle; they
MAY make sense in areas where cattle are raised on feedlots and all the
water for this is pumped from aquifers, and not recycled -- but for English
cows raised on pasture, it's a nonsense.
He's worried about the implications of a completely vegan system, with no livestock at all. Not what
you'd expect, but how are vegans going to protect their crops from pests, like deer, foxes, rabbits? No
killing, so only fences will work; and in this extreme case, you could finish up having half the country
wilderness and the other half fenced arable. It may be his prejudices here.
He is very much in favour of collecting, treating, and using swill as pig food. And very convincing. Freerange pigs provide much better compost than composting food leftovers, and give us bacon and meat as
well.
***
I've also just read a travel book about the Arctic; our heroine went round the whole area in a series of
trips. And the horror stories. Did you know that some Inuit eating traditional diet of seals and seafood are
now so polluted that their bodies would count as toxic waste? Persistent chemicals, like DDT, end up in
Arctic, and are then concentrated in food chain. And we get some very unhealthy Eskimos. And the one
about the oil well in Siberia which blew, spewing out oil; the Soviets set off an underground nuclear
bomb to stop it; this failed because they drilled the tunnel in the wrong direction.
Very depressing. Brings on "We're all DOOMED" But this goes away, and I carry on taking plastic
containers to be recycled.
Linda
earthQuaker
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Growth Solves Everything –Or Does it?

It’s the same
with elephants:
big as they get,
they never forget
that to grow still more
would be to hinder,
rather than
to help.
Likewise, giraffes:
after aeons of
trial and error,
they concluded
that longer necks
would be a
liability,
rather than
an asset.
And as for the
giant redwoods,
they had their reasons
for stopping feet short
of four hundred –
which is just as well:
with but finite source
of sustenance,
‘the sky’s the limit’
just not on.
Economists
and politicians
look the other way
when it comes to
what babies
know from birth,
and elephants
never forget –
not to mention
what the giraffe
found out, about
heads in clouds, or
the giant redwoods’
ill-fated attempt
to reach for
the sky.
12

earthQuaker autumn 2011

www.touristmaker.com

Babies know
they need to
grow: it’s written
on their genes.
They also know
(the source the same)
that time will come
when it has to stop.

‘Growth’
is the buzzword
of the day, though
fuzzword would be
nearer the truth –
‘five per cent
per annum’
the magic number,
bandied about.
Involving a
like increase
in consumption of
resources, this
(as every schoolboy –
even in Macaulay’s day–
would know) demands
a doubling, every
score of years.
And – generous as
Mother Earth
may be – she will
waste no time in
letting it be known
that that is
unsustainable.
But – plain as the
proverbial pikestaff
though it be, to babies,
elephants, and giraffes –
beware! Who knows
which way the wind
blows, in the mind of a
self-serving economist,
or a vote-hungry
politician?
Lloyd Kemp

Letters
Flying
A much loved friend is vegan because she doesn't want to kill, but flies because she likes flying. I tell her
that flying is the most destructive thing that most people do, and she claims not to care, though I don't
believe her. I think she was saying don't push me, and hope that she will reconsider.
I want to tell her that climate change kills, in European heatwaves, and elsewhere through drought,
flood, forest fires, displacement, loss of agricultural land and associated conflict.
She is an old friend whom I see only rarely, I am her guest, and I want to be invited again so I don't to
press her.
As Dumbledore says in the first Harry Potter, 'it takes a great deal of courage to stand up to your
enemies, and a great deal more to stand up to your friends.' On this occasion I didn't have it - many of
us will have had similar encounters, and we can expect more.
At YMG we were urged to make dramatic changes in our footprint, but also to show tenderness to those
who find it difficult. I'd be keen to hear how others address them, as I know that personal contact is a
powerful tool for change.
We were also urged to engage with political processes, and on that basis a number of Ffriends met to
look at how we might bring our witness to our political party work. (Any political party ). So far we
have agreed to hold a mailing list to enable us to exchange information, possibly an event for those in
and standing for elected roles.
I am co-ordinating mailing list, Ann Boater is collating items for a two-monthly newsletter, so if you're
interested please get in touch.
Lesley Grahame
Green Councillor, Thorpe Hamlet Ward, Norwich
Mob 07711 298 214 email

Nanoparticles
The Daily Telegraph reported on 2nd August “Diesel car fumes can increase risk of stroke.”
Tiny particles in diesel fumes, paints etc. can increase the risk of serious heart conditions &
strokes. Some ‘nanoparticles’ can disrupt the heart rhythm & interfere with electrical activity in the
body. Abnormal heart rhythm is a leading cause of stroke.
Cities such as London, Oxford, Sheffield, Liverpool & Leeds routinely exceed European safety limits for
particulates emitted by diesel cars. Britain has been warned it faces a potential £300million fine from
the European Commission if pollution levels continue to breach the legal limits. The study’s findings
might explain why so many died in the London smogs of 1952 when airborne pollution, mostly from
burning coal, choked London.
The study also tested white reflective titanium dioxide - nanoparticles used in paints & sunscreen. Another is ‘carbon black’ extensively used in plastics, car tyres, dyes for printers & photocopiers. Over 8 million tons are produced worldwide each year. Published in ASC Nano journal. The
study showed that carbon black, spark-generated carbon, titanium dioxide, silicon dioxide all produce a
15% rise in irregular heartbeats.
The research was led by Prof. Reinhard Niessner of Munich Technical University.
White reflective titanium dioxide nanoparticles are also used in some beauty products such as
foundation creams.
Ann Wills
earthQuaker
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MCD
Now that mad car disease is endemic in London
And is spreading rapidly to other cities and towns
Has anyone considered mass slaughter of all cars
In the infected areas and within a two hundred mile radius?
To ensure that this, admittedly drastic, policy is effective
In stamping out this disease before it spreads out of all control
All movement of cars in and out of each infected area must be
stopped
Local scrapyards must be re-established and all affected cars burnt or buried
Tight restrictions must, of course, be placed on all vehicle movements
In order to ensure safe transportation of cars in areas currently free of MCD
Strict guidelines must be enforced, and no car allowed to be moved except
Within carefully disinfected transporters which must avoid all rush hours
All live cars seen in MCD infected areas must be clamped on sight
And taken away for incineration or burial
Illegal movement of suspected cars At night by transporter, for example Must be severely punished
If we take this drastic action now
We might have this disease under control before
Fossil fuels run out and all vehicular life ends
Stamp out MCD before it stamps out life
You know it makes sense
Save our transport
Re 'cycle
James Morrow
Other poems and articles by James Morrow can be found at www.musicalenglishlessons.org

Deadline for the next issue of earthQuaker - 15th Nov 2011
Please post or email contributions to the editor,
Dee Sayce, 7, Bowden Crescent, New Mills, High Peak, SK22 4LN
or 01663 308656 or mob 07837 578382 or email: dee@livingwitness.org.uk

All contributions welcome - articles, reports, poems, ideas, letters
Include your postal address and telephone number or email address but we will not include contributors’
contact details in earthQuaker unless specifically asked to. Members wishing to contact a contributor can
get in touch through the editor—contact details above. Where email addresses need to be included they
will be converted into images so that machines can not read them.
We reserve the right to edit but will always try to check substantial edits with the author.
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Diary events autumn 2011
23 - 25 September The Time is Now - follow up to the Swarthmore Lecture.
at Woodbrooke www.woodbrooke.org.uk
24 September Economic Justice and a Sustainable Global Society (open to all)
at Friends House
30 Sept – 2 Oct Living Witness Link Group
at Quaker Community, Bamford. Connect with the national network of Quaker Meetings engaged in our
sustainability witness. £80. To book contact dee@livingwitness.org.uk or download the booking form from
our website, www.livingwitness.org.uk.
14 -16 October Good Lives - because we need to walk humbly as well as cheerfully
at Woodbrooke
28 - 30 Oct Spinning and natural dyeing
at Quaker Community, Bamford. Learn to spin using traditional and other materials. Make dyes from
plants gathered on a walk in the area. £90. To book contact retreats@quakercommunity.org.uk or
download the booking form from www.quakercommunity.org.uk
4 - 6 November Economic Justice and a Sustainable Global Society (area meeting nominees only)
at Woodbrooke
14 - 18 Nov Quakers and climate change
at Quaker Community, Bamford. With another UN climate summit coming up, what can Quakers say
now about climate change? £160. To book contact retreats@quakercommunity.org.uk or download the
booking form from www.quakercommunity.org.uk
28 Nov – 2 Dec Woodland working week
at Quaker Community, Bamford. Learn basic techniques of conservation and coppicing in our beautiful
reclaimed woodland. £160. To book contact retreats@quakercommunity.org.uk or download the booking
form from www.quakercommunity.org.uk
9 - 11 Dec Living together at Quaker Community, Bamford. A weekend to explore our Quaker
testimony on community. What is the theory and how well do we practice it? £90. To book contact
retreats@quakercommunity.org.uk or download the booking form from www.quakercommunity.org.uk

Membership

Suggested donation £10.00
(£3.00 for age 18-25);
Free to under 18’s.

I wish to join Living Witness as an individual member.
Name:

Please make cheque payable to
“Living Witness Project”

Address:

Email/phone:
Delete as appropriate—I prefer earthQuaker:
by post (b&w)
by email as a pdf (colour)
I am happy to access it from www.livingwitness.org.uk (colour)

and send to:
Living Witness
Quaker Community
Water Lane
Bamford
Hope Valley
S33 0DA

I enclose £
Gift Aid declaration (please tick box if appropriate):
[ ] I would like you to reclaim tax on my donations (you must pay an amount of income tax and/or
capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations).
Date:
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Living Witness (LW) is a Quaker charity
supporting Friends’ witness to sustainable
living and taking it to the wider community in
Britain and elsewhere.
LW has worked since 2002 with a growing network of
Quaker meetings, connected through regular link group
gatherings, newsletters and shared resources.
At the beginning of 2008 LWP merged with Quaker Green Action, which since 1986 has been the main
forum for Friends sharing a Concern for sustainability.
We welcome both individual Friends and meetings as members of our network and participants in our
gatherings. Please get in touch with the LW co-ordinator if you would like a workshop or speaker session
in your meeting.
The co-ordinator is Laurie Michaelis. The office address is Living Witness , Quaker Community, Water
Lane, Bamford, Hope Valley S33 0DA.
To contact Laurie by email use as before:
laurie@livingwitness.org.uk
Website is www.livingwitness.org.uk, where publications including earthQuaker (colour version!) can be
downloaded.

If undelivered please return to:
Living Witness
Quaker Community
Water Lane
Bamford
Hope Valley
S33 0DA

Printed on reclaimed paper by
Ian Care, 8 Kings Drive, Derby

