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Editorial

The Great Quaker Eco-awakening
Meeting for Sufferings in December agreed to set up a ‘Minute 36 Commitment Group’. The group, to
include representatives of BYM central committees, Woodbrooke and Living Witness, will support the
implementation of Yearly Meeting’s commitment to become a low carbon sustainable community.
Sufferings asked Friends to work with the Living Witness carbon calculators and the Sustainability Toolkit
to establish our baseline of greenhouse gas emissions and sustainability witness. Local Meetings and other
Quaker organisations have until 31 March to report for Yearly Meeting 2012. I’ve been hearing news of
initiatives by meetings around the country and it feels as if our sustainability witness is really taking off.
Key Quaker organisations – in particular Friends House and Woodbrooke – have also been investing in
their buildings to conserve energy and make use of renewables.
For Friends who’ve been working over the years for an ecologically-awakened Quakerism, this surge of
enthusiasm can be a breath of fresh air. We may also feel frustrated if our own priorities seem low on
everyone else's agenda. We can be left wondering where to focus our own efforts. Much of the work that
was done in the past by Quaker Green Action and Living Witness – awareness-raising among Friends and
providing essential advice – has now been taken up by others. This could give us an identity crisis but it
offers the opportunity to focus on new and more interesting dimensions of our Quaker witness.
Living Witness is supporting the Quaker Community at Bamford as a ‘pattern and example’ in our
sustainability witness. In recent months we’ve held a number of retreats at the Community. These are
opportunities to explore issues in depth, typically over four days with plenty of time for relaxation,
reflection, conversation, and getting to know one another in the things that are eternal. We’ve focused
especially on the community and spiritual dimensions of sustainable living – engaging with the soul of the
challenge.
Our last retreat, on Low Carbon Living, started from Yearly Meeting’s words that ‘this action must flow
from nowhere but love’ (YM 2011, Minute 36). We know that we must both change our own lives and
find ways of influencing politicians, but we won’t get far if our action starts from guilt, or from frustration
and indignation. Jocelyn Bell Burnell talked at Yearly Meeting a few years ago about the need for
testimony to spring from love rather than anger – and Harvey Gillman spoke of ‘tendering anger into
love’. We can be helped in this by bringing into the Light the tensions within ourselves and in our own
communities. A Quaker approach is centred on listening, answering that of God in the other, recognising
our own darkness and making it a doorway to compassion.
There are several opportunities coming up to get involved with our explorations at Bamford. All of our
events are residential, and since its refurbishment (insulation and replacement of the heating system) the
Community is very comfortable. Food is mostly vegan and organic. A full list of events are in the diary
section at the back of this earthQuaker.
Laurie Michaelis

Pam Lunn's Swarthmore Lecture
I thought it might be worth letting you know that Pam Lunn's Swarthmore Lecture is proving a hit well
beyond Quaker circles. Local Transition Town members (people not generally interested in religion) and
ecumenical Christian groups alike are planning to show the DVD having either seen it or read the book.
They say that they haven't seen a better presentation of the issues.
Others may wish to try this outreach...
Linda Murgatroyd
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Greenwich and Blackheath Ecogroup Living With Less Plastics

Here is the latest news from the Greenwich &
Blackheath Ecogroup, which is a mixed local Ecogroup
with strong involvement from Friends who were part of
the old Blackheath Meeting Ecogroup which has now
been dissolved. We are promoting a ‘Living With Less Plastic’ schools initiative, which is aimed at
changing habits to avoid single-trip plastic shopping bags and plastic water bottles. The Ecogroup have
bought reusable cotton bags for the schools to decorate and use, and given talks to art and citizenship
classes.
The focus of the project is to make the children more aware of the damage inflicted on the environment,
especially the oceans, of one-trip plastic objects. The children themselves can become the agents of
change within their families and circles of friends. A teacher’s comment : “This has supplied us with lots
of resources and curriculum ideas, which hits community cohesion with a bang!”
The images are of Greenwich Pier Beach (ed. on the front cover) are before and after a beach clean &
survey in September 2011. 84% of the 400 items on the beach were plastic, typical for beaches in the UK
and the rest of the world.
For more information, please contact the B & G Ecogroup:
Edward Hill
Blackheath

News from Scarborough Quakers

The 16 solar panels, with a peak output of 3.76kW,
have been installed on the south-west roof of the
Friends' Meeting House, facing the bungalows in
Quaker Close. The lighting upgrade which is also
being carried out aims to save electricity while
providing better light for users of the Meeting House.

www.calfinder.com

Scarborough Quakers are going green by installing
solar panels and more energy-efficient lighting.

For a number of years, Scarborough Quakers have been trying to take action in relation to sustainability. We've installed a better boiler, established recycling bins and a compost bin and planted fruit trees
and bushes in the garden. Our electricity supplier, Good Energy, gets its electricity only from renewable
sources.
This year's major investment in lighting and solar PV will help save carbon emissions and also makes
financial sense since it will reduce our electricity bills.
Dilys Cluer
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Dorking Green Team Poster
Sent in by Anne Brewer
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News from West Somerset Area Green Advisory Group
Some Friends will know that this group meets once a month in Taunton and looks at issues broadly to do
with problems of ‘sustainability.’ Some of these are problems which directly affect local Friends, like the
need to reduce the carbon emissions of our Meeting houses. Some are much broader, like the need to find
a way to approach the discussion of climate change without being alarmist.
We have decided that we in the Green Advisory Group would like contribute on a monthly basis to the
newsletter so that Friends can have a better idea of what we do. We would like others to join us in our
monthly meetings, or contact us about ‘green’ issues or activities they are interested in. We may be able to
point the way to a group to join, or an article to read, or a number to ring.

All of this is important. But of course it is not enough. I quote from an
article by Naomi Klein, who wrote
‘The Shock Doctrine’, ‘After years of recycling, carbon off-setting and
light bulb changing, it is obvious that individual action will never be
an adequate response to the climate crisis. Climate change is a
collective problem, and it demands collective action.’ So, the move
from individual action to local community action is a start but Naomi
Klein’s article has a larger thrust. She writes ‘…the scientific reality of
climate change must, for progressives, occupy a central place in a
coherent narrative about the perils of unrestrained greed and the need
for real alternatives.’ And …’the real solutions to the climate crisis are
also our best hope of building a much more enlightened economic
system’.

aglobalview.wordpress.com

I would like to start the ball rolling by describing my own involvement with local (non Quaker) groups in
the Uffculme area. My interest was aroused first of all by the 10:10 movement which asked citizens (and
organisations) concerned about climate change to pledge to reduce their carbon emissions by 10 % by the
end of 2010. I gave up my car and we now manage with one, but I needed another lifestyle change for
2011. I looked for others wanting to make carbon changes, and I helped to set up the Uffculme Energy
Group, which started out by focussing on awareness-raising about climate change and its link to fossil
fuels, and then wanted to move into promoting community alternative energy initiatives, like constructing
a community windmill or finding grants to put solar panels on the roofs of community buildings. We were
a small group and we needed an organisational structure to apply for grants and we were invited to join
Sampford Peverell and District Sustainable Villages Group and use their bank account and constitution.
Uffculme Energy is still waiting for some of its initiatives to bear fruit. In the meantime we participate in
the Sustainable Villages’ activities. We have run workshops on fruit tree pruning, tool sharpening, bicycle
maintenance. We run Apple Fairs in autumn and have equipment to lend for apple pressing. There is a
monthly Freecycle newsletter. You offload goods you do not want and acquire stuff you do want. Some of
our current plans are for an Eco Fashion evening (run in conjunction with local secondhand clothes
shops), workshops on insulation, leaflet on energy usage, a seed swap coffee morning. Basically these
activities build community relationships and promote a sense of self sufficiency.

This resonated with what I had heard at the Schumacher Conference in
Bristol in 2010 on the need for transition to a zero-carbon Britain. The
conflict between the needs of our current capitalist economy and the
needs of our planet is hard to resolve. And that is probably where I am
now, with Minute 23 of yearly Meeting 2011, trying to read and learn more about our economic system
and whether it is so broken that we must work to replace it with a system within which our testimonies
can flourish.
Ann Hill
Spiceland
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Workshop on Minute 36 commitment, held at Bradford-on-Avon on 19th Feb 2012
After our Local Meeting considered Minute 36 Business Meeting for Worship, I was asked if I would run a
workshop to help Friends decide what action to take to reduce their, and the Meeting’s carbon footprint.
We opened the event to other Meetings in our Area Meeting, and all but one were represented. The
workshop attracted 30 people, around half from our Meeting, and others from Bath, Devizes,
Chippenham and Frome. I devised a format drawing on the two workshops I had organised an YMG, on
the linked theme of moving towards a stable state economy. Because the event seemed to be enjoyed by
all who came, I thought it would be of interest to others to share the format.
We gathered together around midday, for a soup and bread lunch provided for all by Bradford-on-Avon
LM. We began with a short period of silent worship, during which I read most of Minute 36, omitting bits
that dealt with procedure. Then a presented a short description of a vision for the future, which was quite
optimistic – with images of cooperation, more local food production, practical skills building, more public
transport, and so on. Then people paired up with someone they did not know well, to share their feelings
about the vision, and the challenges they faced in reducing their own carbon footprint. These challenges
were then shared in the full circle, and written on a flip chart. I then gave people paper copies of the
Living Witness’ carbon calculator and people worked in pairs to calculate their own carbon footprint. This
could not be easily completed, without access to information or, for some people, without a calculator,
but it gave people an indication of where there main challenges lay. Living alone proved a significant
barrier to several people.
After tea and cake, we broke into groups, responding to the challenges expressed earlier; three groups
self-selected: the challenge of being green and living alone; the need for Quakers to become more
politically active on this issue; and a desire to understand how to transform society away from economic
growth and consumerism.
Three hours was too short to explore all this in depth, but there was real energy and enthusiasm among
participants, and a desire to follow up, staying in touch and perhaps meeting. Certainly there was a wish
to get our Area Meeting (West Wiltshire and East Somerset) more active on the issue. I have undertaken to
share people’s emails, so that people can organise themselves in the three groups.
It was an enjoyable afternoon, not least because of people’s active enthusiasm for taking this issue
forward, and I would be happy to share the detailed timetable, and even to consider running the event for
other meetings.
Rachel Berger

Insulation in lofts with dormer windows
I am a member of Ditchling Meeting living in a converted house ie one ground floor flat and one
maisonette with a 2nd floor as an extension into the roofspace, which I live in. I hear plenty about "loft
insulation" but in all my searching nothing about the experience of insulating a loft which has been
converted with dormer windows with 1988 levels of insulation incorporated (also the date of conversion
into 2 flats) with a flat roof.
Since I live in Brighton and know that Brighton & Hove contains the highest density of converted houses
and can see from my own window at least half a dozen similar constructions, it follows that this is
repeated across the UK. I have struggled over the correct thing to do knowing that a) I was cold and b)
that most of my heat must be disappearing out of the flat roof and c) that the insulation of my living room
below on 1st floor was also likely to be compromised.
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I recently resolved to "just do it" and ripped off
boards of plasterboards hoping I wouldn't generate
more problems than I solved (I am a trained
craftsperson and qualified engineer) and I now have
at least one experience and therefore a case study
that people in my position could learn from.
Solution 1: ( I cant remember what it is called, but
going in from the top) you get lots of expensive
scaffolding and rip off the TOP of your flat roof
(good if it needs replacing anyway but mine didn't)
incorporate superior levels of insulation between the
joists from the TOP with suitable ventilation and
replace the waterproof membrane (definitely a solution for roofers, roofers you trust, not something you
can always take for granted). Very expensive option.
Solution 1a: might (since you are ripping the roof off anyway) incorporate some form of passive solar
energy collecting (superior levels of engineering expertise and extremely strong trust with your roofers!)
even a flat roof absorbs energy from the sun.
Solution 2: Rip off the plasterboard from the inside (very messy) in order to access the joists, add
insulation, leaving necessary air circulation for ventilation, and then replace plasterboard and re-decorate.
VERY messy, but you don't lose height.
OR
Solution 2B: Leave the ceiling as it is and ADD insulation from below and cover with a new layer of foil
backed plasterboard, the concern is that you lose the sensation of height but I have just done it and found
that even with 110mm of insulation (quite a LOT) and the thickness of plasterboard, the worry about loss
of height isn't as serious as you think it might be. Cutting plasterboard is messy and the dust is awful (so
not ripping off existing plasterboard is GOOD)
I am concerned that 99% of British housing stock is old housing stock and therefore new insulation
regulations are irrelevant, the point must be to retro-fit. The government encourages loft insulation
(encourages people who should have acted 10 years ago BUT gives absolutely NO information about lofts
that have been converted. I can find very little about this even when I ask the Dept for Energy and Climate
Change. A lot of lofts have been converted and are by definition sealed. I have more technical expertise
than most householders but the solutions are relatively easy but I have not found them on the internet
anywhere.
I live on the top of a hill by the sea and in howling gales (and lesser weather), before I insulated I could
feel the wind blow while sitting in bed even through two levels of seal! In the recent howling gale, after
opening up this space, adding lots of insulation and sealing things, there was a very slight waving of the
curtains reflecting the changing pressure. I took readings before and take them every month, and have
done so over a period of years, so we should quite soon be able to see the difference before and after.
Another consequence of this construction is that virtually none of my living room was insulated (even to
1988 levels), so that heat was going directly out of the roof. Because it was sealed I could not see that nor
do anything about it.
Another thought is that retrofitting a classic Victorian terrace building with fairly standard construction
would apply to a very high proportion of British houses. Identifying whole terraces that have south facing
roofs and renting their roofspace from them for solar panelling would make far more sense than individual
houses applying solar on a completely random basis.
Clare Dimyon
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Department of Energy and Climate Change
Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) has produced a computer programme which can
produce scenarios for UK energy use and production as part of the government's mapping a route to
meeting its greenhouse gas emissions targets for 2050. This programme is largely based on the work of
Prof David McKay, author of “Sustainable Energy - without the hot air”. He now works within DECC
leading these activities.
The public are invited to use this programme to explore different routes to achieving a given level of
greenhouse gas emissions, eg different assumptions on transport demand and changes in energy
efficiency, and different energy sources - nuclear, gas, coal (with or without carbon capture and storage),
wind, solar, tidal etc. Go to http://2050-calculator-tool.decc.gov.uk
DECC has recently added costs to this programme. I would have questions about some of the costing
basis, for example the way financial discounting is used in assessing present worth of costs which will
occur in the future. The discount rates used by the government make any costs in the distant future (eg
nuclear waste disposal) practically disappear.
The programme does not allow one to assume no or low economic growth rates or no increases in
aviation passenger km. Either might well occur on quite credible scenarios. I am sure Living Witness is
right in assuming that major changes in our consumption habits will be needed, rather than assume that
technical improvements will solve everything! DECC is asking for comments. Some people might wish to
look at this. Does Living Witness have a Forum to discuss things like this?
Martin Quick

I was concerned to read in the press on 19th January 2012, that
many big clothing chains use formaldehyde to give their wares a
fresh, unwrinkled appearance & prevent mildew during
shipping. Manufacturers of clothes sold in UK are not required
to disclose the use of the chemical on labels. Tests in New
Zealand found formaldehyde levels in some Chinese clothes
exports were up to 900 times higher than the safety limit, but no
testing is done on such clothes sold in UK. Washing the clothes
won’t always remove it all.

www.nitalabelingequipment.com

Unexpected chemicals

Formaldehyde is highly toxic & classed as a carcinogen (cancer-causer) by the ‘International Agency for
Research on Cancer.’ It’s linked to skin irritation & allergic reactions. It is in bedding, mattresses, carpets
& many of the clothes we buy.
In August 2011 Greenpeace published a report “Dirty Laundry 2” revealing it had detected traces of toxic
chemicals – nonylphenol ethoxylates (NPEs) in products made by 14 big-brand clothing manufacturers.
Their use is restricted in Europe but since most big brands are made abroad where no such regulations
exist, our clothes can still carry them. When NPE comes into contact with water it becomes hazardous
says Dominic Thompson of Greenpeace. “It’s bio-accumulative which means it builds up in your body.”
Dr Brian Clement co-author of the book “Killer Clothes” says synthetic clothes contain brominated flame
retardants & perfluorinated chemicals which are classed as cancer-causing by the US Environmental
Protection Agency. Trichloroethylene, another chemical commonly used by manufacturers is classed as a
carcinogen. These toxins have been linked to dermatitis, allergic reactions & can contribute to infertility,
say Dr Clement. Another chemical used in black clothes & to dye leather is p-Phenylenediamine (PPD.
The Director of the CHEM Trust, says “Perfluorinated chemicals used to make some breathable fabrics are
also dangerous – they accumulate in the body & are known to be carcinogenic.” Fabrics treated with
8
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brominated flame retardants are widely used to make children’s sleepwear.
Concerned people should seek out one of the burgeoning organic fashion brands. When questioned
Adidas & H&M said they are committed to removing hazardous chemicals from their supply chain by
2020.This is quite a blow for people who are trying to avoid toxic chemicals as far as possible & it seems
that concerned people should wash new clothes before wearing them.
Ann Wills

Universal Credit – will it be universally beneficial?
Friends may not be aware of is the implications of the Universal Credit scheme to be introduced in 2013.
Details of the scheme were released by the Department of Work and Pensions (1) late last year. While the
basic idea of making it better financially for people to be working rather than relying on benefits seems
reasonable, the details reveal some disturbing aspects. One sometimes feels government ministers have
been watching too much of the TV series Shameless!
The Universal Credit scheme effectively forces many people on low incomes to work full time, accepting
any job within 90 minutes travel time regardless of type and salary, as long as it pays the minimum wage.
If they have not found work, people have to undergo a draconian work search regime. A parent of very
young children is exempted. A parent of children aged 5 to 12 will have to work at least the equivalent of
school hours if they are not to lose benefits. In a family with one parent working and one not working
with children between 5 and 12, the second parent would have to work or seek work part time to
continue to get universal credit, and if children are over 12, the second parent would have to work full
time to not lose this credit.
A further major loss to households with children is that child tax credits, often worth several thousands of
pounds per child, currently not conditional on work status, would be withdrawn for people who do not
take up work for the required number of hours or comply with the work search requirements. The work
search requirements are that a person should spend the same number of hours searching for work as they
would if they were in a job. The DWP information, in a rather Orwellian statement, talks of “a new IT
functionality and business procedure to support this compliance monitoring”. The demoralising effect of
this work search regime in areas where there are virtually no jobs can only be imagined.
The requirement for both partners to work is likely to lead to more car travel, as in many areas the
likelihood of both parents finding a job close to their home or on good public transport links is not high.
In his excellent book “Prosperity without growth”, Tim Jackson proposes shorter working time as part of
the solution to achieving human flourishing in a finite world. In an economy likely to be constrained by
resource shortages, particularly of oil, and by greenhouse gas emission limits, an economy messed up by
incompetent governments and self-interested banks. Part time working or staying at home parenting, if
freely chosen, could be beneficial when there is a lack of jobs in the conventional sense. People should
be able to choose not to be totally immersed in the rat race if they wish. The new policy seems likely to
force some parents who would rather stay at home to work part time, or people working part time to work
full time, probably denying work who others who want and need it.
The obsession with paid work by the government is part of the obsession with growth of the present
unsustainable kind. Rather than promoting growth in consumption in sectors providing ephemeral
services or short lived goods (many imported) the government should be focussing on investment in
energy efficiency, renewables, efficient transport and sustainable housing, as suggested in the Green New
Deal (2) by New Economics Foundation and others. As well as environmental benefits, this would benefit
the economy on the sort of timescale the government has set for minimising the budget deficit.
Martin Quick
www.dwp.gov.uk

www.greennewdealgroup.org
earthQuaker
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Some of you may have seen the recent publication of research that
demonstrated the ways in which animal based diets (yes, vegetarians this
means you too I'm afraid) contribute extensively to climate change. Since
the news came out I've had quite a few friending requests from Quakers
who know I put up a vegan recipe every day on facebook.

vegan.sheknows.com

Vegans on Facebook

The recipe idea began last year on the 1st November, World Vegan Day
when I decided I'd put up a different vegan recipe every day for a year.
Sometimes I'm a couple of days behind (trying to live a life not just
facebook about one), and sometimes a few days ahead, but by the time
you read this more than a 100 recipes will have been posted on my facebook page.
I've known for a number of years that even veggie diets contribute to climate change far more than a
solely plant based one so I became a vegan for environmental reasons back in 2003. Now, some vegans
would say that means I'm not a proper vegan - these purists might say it has to be because of animal
cruelty/rights only for the veganism to count. I recently read 'Vegan Freak' by Bob and Jenna Torres - it's a
good read but they definitely wouldn't count me in the vegan tribe. I also have no tattoos or pets which
strangely is de rigueur amongst vegans it seems. But actually I think I have multiple reasons for being
vegan:
Climate change.
Animal cruelty and rights.
Economic and social injustice and the uneven distribution of food across the world.
The integrity and interconnectedness of all aspects of the planet.
Not too surprisingly I don't always live up to my best intentions - I still have two wool jumpers and several
pairs of leather shoes which I still wear, occasionally I succumb to the lure of crème brulee (though I now
have a vegan recipe for this), I have some free pots of nail varnish which I'm sure aren't vegan, and
sometimes someone cooks a cake for me and forgets that eggs aren't actually vegan.
But the things that keep me on track include having friends who like trying vegan food or who are vegan,
reading vegan cookery books visiting 'the secret society of vegans' website, and especially, putting up a
recipe every day!
If you fancy having a look at my facebook recipes do stop by my facebook page; and if you want to friend
me on facebook (if you've already joined up) just send me a friend request and put 'vegan recipes' in the
message line.
Lizz Roe

Exciting new collaboration for Centre for Alternative
Technology
The University of Wales Trinity Saint David and the Centre for Alternative Technology are delighted to
announce a new collaboration aimed at placing sustainability at the heart of learning.
Today, the sustainability agenda in Wales receives a boost as two of Wales' key institutions announce a
new strategic alliance which will bring together the University of Wales Trinity Saint David and the Centre
for Alternative Technology (CAT) with the common aim of Wales being leaders in the 21st century race to
develop new ways of living more sustainably.
The two organisations have come together based on shared values and a joint recognition of the urgent
need to place sustainability at the heart of how we plan for the future, how we do business and most
importantly how to embed it into all aspects of the educational experience from day-visits to work with
10
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schools, colleges and short courses right through to higher education and research. Their joint intention is
to ensure everyone receives the information and skills required to become responsible citizens in the 21st
century.
Both organisations are looking forward to the benefits this new collaboration can offer. CAT has been
catalysing living within environmental limits since it was founded in 1974 and has inspired generations of
students and visitors since its inception. CAT has recently opened its award winning WISE (Wales Institute
for Sustainable Education) facility based on its pioneering 40-acre ‘living laboratory’ site and provides
opportunities for hundreds of postgraduate students to acquire specialist skills.
The University of Wales Trinity Saint David is a new university arising out of the merger of the oldest
higher education providers in Wales. The university is rising to the sustainability challenge in a strategic
and holistic way by embedding sustainable development into the overall student experience. Last month,
the university launched its virtual institute; INSPIRE (Institute for Sustainable Practice, Innovation and
Resource Effectiveness).
INSPIRE is part of the University’s ‘fit for future’ framework which will embed sustainable development
through the learning, teaching, curricula, campus, community and culture of Trinity Saint David. The
intention is to ensure future graduates are globally aware and responsible citizens in the 21st century.
Paul Allen

The New Dawn Traders
“…an adventure under sail: trading, sharing,
feasting and daring our way to a sustainable
future!”
www.lucyandthenewdawntraders.com

The New Dawn Traders is a project born from a
passion for life and living within the planets means. Our voyage is a symbolic one, trading goods under
sail, following the trade winds and connecting with people along the way. Our home for five months is
worthy ship Irene, normally berthed in Bristol. Irene is the last of the west country ketches still under sail,
built in 1907 in Bridgwater. After many reincarnations she has been relaunched as a trading and training
vessel. By sailing the last of a kind we hope to shine a light on a future vision of shipping. Waiting in the
wings there are a number of high tech sailing cargo ships waiting to be built but is there a market for low
carbon cargo, and can public opinion help to drive a revolution in shipping.
The journey is long and is full of uncertainty. 10 international crew from all walks of life sharing in an
adventure in idealism and exchange, irreverence for conventions and an appetite for dreaming. Our trade
is in ethical goods, but also in ideas and education, food and the celebration of life. Departing from
Plymouth on Valentines day with a cargo of organic beer from Exeter brewery destined for Brest in
Brittany. We will then head to Vigo in Spain to fill our hold with fine Olive oil before skirting the Canaries
and Cape Verde Islands destined for Rio de Janeiro. We will then travel the coast of Brazil collecting,
Cachaca, Cocoa, Coffee, essential oils and super foods from the Amazon. We then catch the wind
through the Caribbean collecting rum before setting sail for Bristol. Hopefully home and dry with our low
carbon cargo and a ship full of stories.
We invite you to join us along the way by following our story. Please get in touch:
-if you are inspired to support the project in any way
-if you would like to promote us
-if we can deliver a cargo for you
-if you just want to find out more
Lucy Gilliam
www.lucyandthenewdawntraders.com
earthQuaker
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“Ask not for whom the bell tolls - it tolls for thee”
Our planet may well be close to self-destruction, but if we avoid complete annihilation, we shall probably
face banishment to an existence in a hell of our own making where much of the world’s glory could be
lost for ever. Witness our own greed and worship of material possessions and power, over-consumption
of food and materials, our willingness to accept the waste created by built-in obsolescence of much of our
manufactured articles and machinery, above all our inability to handle or recycle much of the rubbish and
pollution caused by technology, even when technology has the ability to provide some solutions. From
ordinary household waste to nuclear dumping, politicians often fail to overcome the vested interests and
power of multi-national corporations. So the wheels of true democracy grind slowly, while, in efforts to
sway public opinion, consumers are faced with an overwhelming display of information. Some of it is
designed to jog our consciences, often sincere, sometimes misguided, some just disguised form of
advertising; the sum total is a confusion of conflicting ideas about the individual’s place in the scheme of
things.
The neglect and exploitation of the natural world is one aspect of the escalation towards our own
destruction. It’s bad enough witnessing the loss of the world’s rain-forests and pollution of the air we
breathe as far as the ozone layer, but the extinction of one animal or plant species every 20 minutes is a
terrible indictment on the human race.
Our maltreatment of wildlife is, sadly, only a pale reflection
of our dealings with other human beings. Consider the
insidious erosion of personal liberties evident in the socalled civilised world today and the caged bird becomes a
potent symbol of our inhumanity. Look at the sparrow-hawk
killed by an illegal pole trap and reflect, too, on the fate of
so many political prisoners. The beautiful swan is maimed
and killed by crossbows or threatened by lead and wire, just
as innocent civilians are slaughtered in wars fed by the arms
dealers of all the great powers.
/pubspeopleplaces.files.wordpress.com

In a desire to retain one’s sanity in the face of world-shattering demands many people just retreat in
bewilderment or plain apathy. To help us in this there are plenty of TV “soaps”, mindless panel games,
easy credit facilities and aids to a Yuppies life-style. We have a more than adequate substitute foe the
“bread and circuses” of Ancient Rome.
Len Stevens
Bideford

Useful Info
Living Witness members have sent relevant leaflets and web links;
Say no to genetically modified crops - www.saynotogmo.org.uk
Radical routes - Grass root control and social change www.radicalroutes.org.uk
Alliance for green socialism - www.greensocialist.org.uk
Stop new nuclear alliance - www.stopnewnuclear.org.uk
Peace News for a non violent revolution - www.peacenews.info
Friends of the Earth - stop the big energy companies taking us for a ride - www.foe.co.uk/finaldemand
12
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Letters
Quaker opposition to cruelty to animals (and plants)
In a recent article in The Friend, Stuart Masters states that the Quaker record in caring for the creation ‘like
that of most religious traditions, has been a mixed one’. However, one of the more consistent elements
over more than 350 years of Quaker history has been Friends’ concern for the treatment of living creatures, both human and non-human. Although there seems to be no evidence that Quakers ever believed
in the presence of the divine inward light in creatures other than humans, Friends were pioneers in promoting the avoidance of unnecessary cruelty to animals as a moral issue. George Fox was famously concerned about the treatment of his own and others’ horses, and whilst some landed Quakers did indulge in
hunting, Fox himself, and many Friends subsequently, opposed it on the grounds that it was un-christian,
being both cruel to animals and morally degenerate for human beings.
Some 18th century Quakers, too, were notably scrupulous in their dealings with animals. The Quaker
merchant and horticulturalist, Peter Collinson, was an avid collector of exotic plants (especially from north
America), and also of natural history specimens whose preservation usually involved the death of the animals concerned. Nevertheless, Collinson urged one of his American collectors to ensure that before pinning insects in a box, he ‘first drown them in spirits of wine or else they’ll live a long while in pain with
the pin through them’. Readers may recall a similar concern (recorded in ‘Quaker Eye’) on the part of
Friends in south-west England who, in the 1790s, organised a petition to oppose the drilling of holes in
the claws of live lobsters destined for human consumption.
Collinson, moreover, was not only concerned about animals: in 1757 he objected to the activities of a
Reverend Miles who was in the habit of digging up whole populations of rare orchids from the wild in order to remove them to his garden. He complained that Miles ‘takes all up, leaves none to seed, so extirpates all wherever he comes, which is cruel, and deserves chastisement’. Although Collinson, like his
contemporaries, would have had few qualms about digging up wild plants as such, this concern is interesting in that Collinson’s use of the word ‘cruel’ in this context suggests that he considered the wanton destruction of local populations of wild plants to be morally wrong, a view more usually seen as a product of
the 20th century, rather than the 18th. David Allen, a leading authority on the history of natural history in
Britain, notes that this is the earliest known expression of this kind of concern for wild plants by more than
half a century.
Geoff Morries
Living Wills
As the British Government is hoping to encourage more people to donate their organs for those who are in
great need of transplants, I suggest there should be no problem to allow the terminally ill the right to a
painless and dignified death if that is clearly what they have asked for in a Living Will or Advance Directive. This is what I would want in my old age if I was severely disabled, had little or no quality of life and
had nothing to look forward to.
For twenty years I have made a Living Will and periodically reviewed and updated it in the hope that by
the time I am ready to die I will be given the assistance I need by two qualified doctors acting legally in
conformity with a new British law. This could spare me the trauma of having to travel to Zurich to have
the job done in a Swiss Clinic.
In such circumstances I would be glad to give my organs if I can do it with dignity without prolonging my
mental and physical discomfort longer that is necessary. To know that I could die sooner rather than later
in accordance with a new humane British law should help to give me peace of mind in dealing with a
cruel illness that is probably incurable if and when it occurs. It seems to be the sanest thing to do in an
overpopulated world with an increasing number of geriatric people who simply want to be released from
a miserable existence which has become as much or more than they can bear.
Edward J Stanton
earthQuaker
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Diary Events Spring 2012
16 – 18 March - Resource People Gathering
Our community of volunteer Resource People are
carrying out an increasing proportion of our
outreach work, if you are interested in getting
involved in this way please get in touch.
23-27 April - Spirituality of Climate Change
Spirituality means different things to different
people. It may be about our relationships with
ourselves, the natural world, God or other people.
On this retreat we’ll explore how our diverse
spiritual pathways can provide foundations for a
new morality, motivate us to act, and sustain us through difficult times. Spiritual practices during the
retreat will include meditation, singing, movement and Quaker worship.
Cost £160
4-6 May - Living Witness Link Group. Facilitating Quaker Groups
We’re very much aware of the need for more support in meetings for developing listening spaces and
deepening the spiritual dimension of our witness. With this in mind the next Living Witness Link Group
gathering on 4-6 May will focus on facilitation skills for working with Quaker groups.
Cost £90
7-12 May Ecological Writing
How does contemporary literature engage with the natural world - and our troubled place in it? A five-day
retreat combining reading, nature walks and (for creative writers) writing classes; with Quaker novelist Gregory Norminton.
Cost £240
17-20 May - Quaker Testimony on Sustainability
Through the testimonies to truth, equality, simplicity and peace, Quakers witness to a vision of a world
transformed. In the light of the testimonies and our own experience, we will explore our response to
challenges such as climate change. We will ask whether there is a distinctive Quaker witness to
sustainability and find practical action that we can take in our lives, communities and the wider world.
Cost £160
6-8 July - Living in the End Time?
Early Friends thought they were living in the End Times. What are the resonances for us now with the
Triple Crunch of climate change, commodity crises and economic turmoil?
20-24 August - Living Witness Summer School
more details available nearer the time
5-7 October - Link Group Gathering
Connect with the national network of Quaker Meetings engaged in our sustainability witness.
All events at Quaker Community, Bamford, Hope Valley, S33 0DA unless otherwise stated.
www.quakercommunity.org.uk/

For more information and to book please get in touch with Laurie at
or on 01433 659329
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Deadline for the next issue of earthQuaker - 15th May 2011
Please post or email contributions to the editor
Dee Sayce, 7, Bowden Crescent, New Mills, High Peak, SK22 4LN
or 01663 308656 07837578382 or email: dee@livingwitness.org.uk

All contributions welcome - articles, reports, poems, ideas, letters
Include your postal address and telephone number or email address but we will not include contributors’
contact details in earthQuaker unless specifically asked to. Members wishing to contact a contributor can
get in touch through the editor—contact details above. Where email addresses need to be included they
will be converted into images so that machines can not read them.
We reserve the right to edit but will always try to check substantial edits with the author.

Membership

Suggested donation £10.00
(£3.00 for age 18-25);
Free to under 18’s.

I wish to join Living Witness as an individual member.
Name:

Please make cheque payable to
“Living Witness Project”

Address:

Email/phone:
Delete as appropriate—I prefer earthQuaker:
by post (b&w)
by email as a pdf (colour)
I am happy to access it from www.livingwitness.org.uk (colour)

and send to:
Living Witness
Quaker Community
Water Lane
Bamford
Hope Valley
S33 0DA

I enclose £
Gift Aid declaration (please tick box if appropriate):
[ ] I would like you to reclaim tax on my donations (you must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital
gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations).
Date:
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Living Witness (LW) is a Quaker charity
supporting Friends’ witness to sustainable
living and taking it to the wider
community in Britain and elsewhere.
LW has worked since 2002 with a growing
network of Quaker meetings, connected through
regular link group gatherings, newsletters and
shared resources.
At the beginning of 2008 LWP merged with Quaker Green Action, which since 1986 has been the main
forum for Friends sharing a Concern for sustainability.
We welcome both individual Friends and meetings as members of our network and participants in our
gatherings. Please get in touch with the LW co-ordinator if you would like a workshop or speaker session
in your meeting.
The co-ordinator is Laurie Michaelis.
The office address is Living Witness , Quaker Community, Water Lane, Bamford, Hope Valley S33 0DA
To contact Laurie by email use as before: laurie@livingwitness.org.uk
Website is www.livingwitness.org.uk, where publications including earthQuaker (colour version!) can be
downloaded.

If undelivered please return to:
Living Witness
Quaker Community
Water Lane
Bamford
Hope Valley
S33 0DA
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Ian Care, 8 Kings Drive, Derby

