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Information sheets to help Friends make our

buildings less damaging to the environment
IX.  SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EARTH CARE

Our concern for the future of the planet and all its inhabitants is expressed by the way in which a Meeting is run as well as by the Meeting House itself.  Friends are at very different stages in the journey of understanding about the ways in which our purchases harm the environment or exploit people.  Those who are seeking more environmentally friendly practices must therefore be patient.  Sustaining the Quaker business method is more important than imposing desirable changes on a reluctant minority.

1. Social Justice

Employees:  If the Meeting employs wardens they should have a written contract with fair remunera​tion and conditions of work.  Friends working for the Meeting on a voluntary basis (e.g. by providing child-care or refreshments) should never feel that their service is taken for granted, and it should be made easy for them to give the work up whenever they want to.

Contractors:  It is courteous to thank firms which quote for work but are not given the contract.  Pay bills as soon as the work has been done satisfactorily.

Fair Trade Goods:  Coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa, honey and sugar, bearing the Fair Trade symbol, are now available and should be used in the Meeting House if possible.  A small notice in the kitchen drawing attention to the purchase of fairly traded goods would help to educate Friends and other users of the Meeting House.

Beggars:  People who come to the Meeting House door asking for money or other help may be crooks or may be in genuine need.  If in doubt, give.

Disabled People:  Make sure that the Meeting and its buildings are welcoming to all, whatever their disability.

2. Earth Care

For use of materials with minimum environmental impact see sheets:


IV
Cleaning and Redecorating


VI
Gardens and Burial Grounds


VIII
Design, Construction and Extension

To run a Meeting with awareness of the need to protect the environment, consider: 

· encouraging car sharing and possibly subsidising the use of public transport 

· making good provision for cycles 

· having a collection point for materials to be recycled 

· organising events like a recycling fair for Friends to pass on unwanted goods 

· bulk buying of organic produce and fair traded products

· putting up clear notices so that it is easy for newcomers to adopt the ethos of the Meeting (e.g. for segregation of ‘waste’)

· providing healthy, wholefood refreshments rather than sticky buns and cakes

· labelling vegetarian food clearly

· avoiding the use of disposable plates and cutlery

· minimising packaging (e.g. buying milk in returnable bottles).  Unwanted packaging may be usable in the children’s group

· stopping junk mail

· not using an electric hand drier or paper towels

· putting sand rather than salt on slippery ice

· including environmental organisations on the collections schedule

· investing the reserves of the Meeting in an ethically sound account

· including environmental matters in the programme of the children’s group(s)

· making sure that the P.M. library has some books on environmental matters

· including a review in the annual report on P.M. duties saying what has been achieved in the past year and what still needs to be done

· providing overseers with local information about green funerals

· taking an interest in developments in the area around the Meeting House and supporting those that improve the environment

References
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